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Abstract

This study examines the implementation of participatory
democracy within the political system of the Kingdom of
Morocco, focusing on constitutional and legal provisions—
particularly following the constitutional reforms and the adoption
of the 2011 Constitution. This Constitution emphasized the
necessity of a participatory approach to public affairs and assigned
a significant role to citizens and all active forces within Moroccan
society, aiming to achieve a high level of democracy in its most
advanced forms and to address the shortcomings and flaws
inherent in representative democratic mechanisms. ...and the
internal imbalances affecting the formal structures of the
Moroccan regime's institutions. Particular attention has been paid
to these new mechanisms adopted by the Moroccan authorities at
both the central level—through the amendment of legislation
governing representative institutions—and the local level,
involving the three-tiered system of local councils found
throughout the Kingdom (namely, regional councils, prefectural
and provincial councils, and local commune councils). This is
because local representation within these councils serves as the
fundamental basis for the dynamic political interaction between
citizens and their representatives in local government. These
councils act as a laboratory for the practical, real-world
implementation of policies within a defined geographical area;
through them, positive outcomes aligned with democratic
transformations in the Arab world—particularly following the
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Arab Spring—can be identified and consolidated, while negative
or undesirable results—inevitable in any new experiment—can be
rectified. Ultimately, they serve as a launchpad for a sound model
of participatory democracy implemented along the right path.

Keywords: Constitutional referendum, participation, local

communities, democracy, political participation.
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